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What will the future look like in 2050? 
(with unchanged policies…) 







Deforestation 



Coral reefs dying 



Mass extinction of species 



Population of 9.8 billion 



Millions of environmental refugees 
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What will the future look like in 2050? 
(with changed policies…) 





Restored landscapes 



Restored species and habitats 



Return of iconic species 



Restored wild areas 



Green cities 



Ecological restoration is 
restoring biodiversity 



Ecological restoration is 
restoring the connection 

between people and nature 



Path towards restoration? 















Not all ‘restoration’ is good 



Unsufficient progress on current targets 





Ambition level is too low, with danger of 
extinction debt 



Lack of financial means for restoration 
projects 



Although benefits of restoration outweigh 
the costs 



Restoration to a historical reference 
system becomes more difficult  in 

severly changed ecosystems 



Concepts like novel ecosystem can 
undermine restoration policies 



Scientific standards for restoration are 
necessary 



Current targets are not enough, more 
daring ideas are needed 















It’s not 
possible 



But so was the abolishment of slavery 



And the achievement of women’s rights 



Hope for the future… 





Conclusions 

• There are legal duties and targets for ecological 
restoration in international law 

• There are initiatives to restore nature in the fight 
against climate change 

• Standards for restoration have been developed 
• Challenges include: 

– Insufficient progress on implementation  
– Lack of ambition level  
– Lack of financial means 
– Certain concepts can undermine resoration policies 

 

 



Recommendations 

• More ambitious policy on restoration is necessary 

• With new ideas: 

– Half Earth, Nature Needs Half 

– Paris Deal for Nature 

• World wide protests on climate change create a  
momentum for a fundamental shift towards a 
sustainable and restored planet  

• Restoration should play a vital role in both 
biodiversity and climate change law and policy 

 


